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"The Three Wise Men" detail from a mosaic in the Basilica of Sant'Apollinare Nuovo in Ravenna, Italy, completed in 526 A.D.
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James Woodman was born in Portland, Maine, in 1957, and educated at Phillips Ex-
eter Academy, Princeton University, and New England Conservatory. He was ap-
pointed the first Composer-in-Residence at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Boston, 
and currently serves as Monastery Organist for the Society of St. John the Evangelist, 
an Episcopal religious order in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Frequently sought as a composer of organ and choral works, his commissions have 
included works for both National and Regional Conventions of the AGO, the Inter-
national Horn Society, the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts, the Boston Archdioc-
esan Choir School, the Boston Cecilia, Harvard University’s Memorial Church, and 
concert organists and conductors Mark Brombaugh, Heinrich Christensen, Carson 
Cooman, John Dunn, Mark Engelhardt, Eileen Hunt, Jennifer Lester, Christa Rakich, 
Peter Sykes, and Donald Teeters.

His compositions have been widely programmed, including performances at 
Magdalen College (Oxford), La Trinité (Paris), Festival Internationale de l’Orgue 
Ancien (Sion, Switzerland), Domkirche (Berlin), Minato Mirae Concert Hall (Yoko-
hama), Festival Interacional de Orgão Ibérico (Portugal), Christ Church Cathedral 
(Montreal), Plymouth Congregational Church (Minneapolis), United States Air Force 
Academy, Basilica of the National Shrine, St. Thomas Episcopal Church (New York), 
and national radio broadcasts of “Pipe Dreams” (American Public Media).
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